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"I've trained in deserts, on mountain sides and in
jungles. I've been to several countries in Europe and
the Far East. In my occupation, I may be sent any-
where in, the world."

Worldwide travel is part of the job for Marine
Corps air defense controller, Sgt. Robert Garcia, as-
signed to Marine Air Control Squadron 24, Dam
Neck Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach, Va.

"Basically, an air defense controller directs air-
borne aircraft to 'where the action is,' " Garcia ex-
plained. "We monitor aircraft on radar scopes and
give our pilots the coordinates of 'enemy' aircraft
and 'bogies' (unidentified aircraft). We're the air
traffic controllers of aerial battles.

"We help our pilots during an intercept mission
by figuring the speed and height of the bogie and
computing the geometry of the intercept course.
Our computations are done manually, which has ad-
vantages. Computers may be faster, but we can't
take the chance of a malfunction during a wartime
scenario," Garcia said.

Air defense controllers operate out of small, mo-
bile buildings that can be airlifted to where the
training exercises are being held. "Our maintenance
personnel assist us in packing, transporting and
reassembling the buildings and the antennas used
to receive and transmit data," Garcia said. "On the
average, we participate in two exercises a year,
spending approximately a month training.

"We interact with the Air Force and Navy pilots
and controllers frequently and this builds good rap-
port between the services. If they need controllers
during an exercise, we're happy to work with them,"
Garcia said.

"Marines coming into this field are trained in two
stages. First they complete a six-week course at
Marine Corps Base Twentynine Palms, Calif., where
they gain a basic familiarization with the equipment
and Federal Aviation Administration regulations.
They then participate in on-the-job training as air
defense operators. After approximately one year,
they attend the air defense controller course which
gives detailed training in tactics," he explained.
"The year spent as an operator gives the Marine
job experience. When they return for the controller's
course, they have the background needed for study-
ing tactics."
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Marine controllers may be assigned to bases in
North or South Carolina, California, Arizona,
Colorado, Virginia, Hawaii or Okinawa, Japan.
"These are our 'home bases,'" Garcia explained.
"From these duty stations, we travel worldwide
wherever we're needed.

"For me, the best part of the job is knowing 111
be able to help our pilots during an air battle if a
hostile situation should occur," Garcia concluded.
"But it's also nice to have the added bonus of
traveling to different parts of the world." O

Sgt. Robert Garcia sits at his control board, head-
phones in place, preparing to direct pilots during an
exercise.